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i dozen years later, when his absolutism had failed. But, once he conditions of cooperation between the Austrian nations had Deen destroyed, indirect election of the Central Parliament was -egarded by these Provincial Diets which happened to be in )pposition to the Central Government as a means of exercising pressure upon Vienna by boycotting Parliament. At Kremsier .he so-called cc Utopians" succeeded in finding a reasonable zomprornise by simple discussion. The two-Chamber system of ;he left-wing German proposals was adopted, but representation n the Second federal Chamber was not to be equal. Each Province was to elect six representatives, but the larger ones Adth more than one County were to have an additional representative for each of their Counties. In the end a German or Slav majority in the Second Chamber would have been narrowly ivoided. The Italians and Poles would have been able, by .ending their support in issues where the interests of. all the >c historic nationalities " were in agreement, to give the Germans 111 absolute majority, but not the two-thirds majority required Tor constitutional amendments.
The Austro-Germans were later inclined to regard a similar distribution of power quite favourably,* and as worth a certain amount of struggle.1 At Kremsier it could have been achieved if the Germans had accepted the principle of equality of rights for all Austrian nationalities. The German representatives were ready to do this, and like their Slav opponents they were the more ready to compromise because of the growing danger of a counterrevolutionary coup that threatened the political and social values they held in common. During the last days of February business was speeded up, in order that the announcement that the Committee for preparing the Constitution had completed its task with material agreement might be made in time to prevent the forces of reaction from using as a pretext for striking the inability of the Constituent Assembly to solve the Austrian problem. On March 25 1849, the Constitutional Committee was able to announce that it had completed its discussions, and unanimously drafted the new Austrian Constitution.
Francis Joseph's hour had come. He had to strike if the Austrian peoples were not to reorganise the State for themselves and so prove that the authoritarian government was entirely superfluous. On March 4 he dissolved the Constituent Assembly.
1 E.g. in the redistribution of the parliamentary constituencies when universal suffrage was introduced in 1906.